ENVIRONMENTAL

PHASE | AND II

Zia's team of professionals offers a
wide array of environmental and
technical services - all under the
direction and control of a single
company, eliminating problems
of multiple contracts and
conflicting areas of
responsibility and
accountability.
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PHASE |

A Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) is
generally considered the first step in the process of
environmental due diligence. Standards for performing
a Phase | ESA are based, in-part, on the recently
updated ASTM Standard E1527-21 Standard Practice
for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase |
Environmental Site Assessment Process and the
Requirements of EPA's All Appropriate Inquiries (AAl)
rule codified in the EPA rule Standards and Practices
for All Appropriate Inquiries (May 13, 2022).

A Phase | ESA is a report prepared by Environmental
Professionals for various types of real estate
transactions including purchases, leases, donations/
gifts, pre-foreclosures, condemnations, easements,
land use permits, and banking loans. These reports
typically address the historical and current land uses
and conditions as well as the physical improvements

to the property.

A Phase | ESA is meant to protect the buyer from
environmental liability under the "All Appropriate
Inquiries" requirements of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA). Additionally, Phase | ESAs are often
a requirement of banks and mortgage holders.

Phase | ESAs are non-intrusive investigations. They
typically do not include sampling of soil, air,
groundwater or building materials. Phase | ESAs help
identify potential or existing environmental
contamination liabilities known as Recognized
Environmental Conditions (RECs) and generally
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evaluate any REC identified in the Phase | ESA
Phase Il ESAs typically include sampling of soil,
groundwater and building materials, for the purpose
of providing sufficient information regarding the
presence, nature and extent of the contamination.
Examples of noted RECs could include: o

+ Soil/Groundwater Contamination Investigations
+ Storage Tank Investigations
* Vapor Intrusion Evaluations
» Hazard Assessments ' *+ Mold
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Zia has grown as a technically diverse engineering and
environmental consulting firm. Members of the Zia staff
are professionals coming from distinct and varied
backgrounds who carry extensive experience in their
respective fields of expertise. The diversity of our staff
is our strength and allows us to provide unmatched
service to our clients through the evaluation of issues
from a multidisciplinary and collaborative perspective.
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